
Note from the President:

Hello Friends,
Welcome to our latest newsletter. We are undergoing an exciting 
time of change here at The Cloud Institute. We are expanding our 
capacity, and I am proud to announce two new staff members have 
joined our team: Leah Mayor and Marie-Claire Munnelly (their 
fabulous bios are included in this newsletter). We also updated 
some of our curriculum and are writing an entire new curriclum 
focused on consumption. Finally, we have many upcoming 
conferences and workshops including our ever popular Advanced 
Summer Institute in July. If you ever have any suggestions of 
what services you would like us to offer, please ! ll out our short 
survey (below). We would love to hear from you.

Wishing you a happy spring,
Jaimie Cloud 
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Development Spotlight:

The Geraldine R. 
Dodge Foundation
Thanks to a generous grant from 

the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, 

the Cloud institute for Sustainability 

Education has accepted 50 partici-

pants from 12 different communities 

to participate in New Jersey Learns 

Leadership Training, a training-of-

trainers program designed to contrib-

ute to NJ’s capacity to educate for 

sustainability as it prepares educa-

tors, trainers, and community leaders 

to introduce their constituents to 

sustainabilty education.  

The Cloud Flyer

 

Advanced Summer Institute:

“Preserving the Ethnosphere” 
Please join us for “Preserving the Ethnosphere” where we will examine the relationship 

of local heritage and sustaining place, the link between declining natural systems—the 

biosphere—and the vanishing ethnoscape, and the use of oral history and art as a 

methodology in the classroom. Teachers will gain the ablity to embed arts and culture in 

their instructional approaches and core content of Education for Sustainability (EfS).

July 27th: Introduction to Sustainability workshop (prereq): $100 

July 28th-August 1st: $750

“Developing, renewing 
and maintaining human 
cultures that create 
positive, enduring 
relationships with other 
peoples and the natural 
world.”  
                                     
        ~Nelson Mandela

Survey: What Would You Like To See Us Offer You?
We are conducting a survey to understand how we may continue to create programs that serve your needs and the 

needs of your community.   This will only take one minute and your response is very important to us.  

Please go to our website, www.cloudinstitute.org and click on the survey link or copy and paste this link in your 

browser" We would really appreciate it"

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=6zlqTn14xoC_2bfwubR_2bjIyg_3d_3d 



 

In December 2007, the Academy for Educational Development presented an evalua-

tive report on two of Cloud Institute’s featured curricula, Business and Entrepreneur-

ship:  Education for the 21st Center (BEE21) and Inventing the Future: Leadership and 

Participation for the 21st Century (IF).  Both curricula are innovative, student centered, 

systems thinking approaches to Educating for Sustainability meant to promote civic 

engagement, forward thinking, and problem solving. Through Five case studies, AED 

examined what teachers and students each learned while Educating for Sustainability.  

Teachers and students embraced the new curricula as a way to begin ongoing processes 

toward awareness and action.  There was clear evidence that, particularly in the case of 

IF that, “students showed increased awareness about a vast array of problems in their 

communities that needed to be solved, and that sense of civic engagement, their desire 

to change the future, and their appreciation of their role in effecting change increased.” 

The research con! rmed our own belief that Educating for Sustainability can rouse young 

people out of complacency and be a catalyst for positive change.   

LeL

The Cloud Institute is a proud member of Learn Green NYC,  a 
coalition of sustainability professionals in education, design, and 
enterprise in support of youth engagement, healthy learning 
environments, and community-based approaches to low impact, 
high quality living. 

The Learn Green NYC Youth Forum is the ! rst of a series of 
Learn Green NYC programs that engage youth throughout the 
city. We know that young people are busy transforming New York 
City into a sustainable city. Whether it is organizing clean-ups or 
facilitating social justice activities.  This forum is an opportunity for 
youth to speak to other young activists and grow the sustainability 
movement. 

We all want to transform NYC into a more sustainable city and 
empowering our youth is one way we can work towards our dream 
city, not to mention, world.  

The Youth Forum is a kickoff for the Schools, Food and Community Conference on April 

11th from 4-7 at Columbia Teacher’s College. www.learngreennyc.org 

Recommended conference:

Schools, Food 
and Community        
Conference
Join us for our third conference on the 

school food revolution" Topics include 

media and messaging, school food 

and sustainable development, farm 

to school programs and policy, NYC 

school gardening, youth and access 

to healthy foods, green schools and 

more.  April 11th-12th. Register online 

at www.baumforum.org. 

New versions of  publications: 
Now Available 
We are happy to announce we are 

offering updated versions of the 

following units and courses: The 

Paper Trail: Connecting Economic 

and Natural Systems, Ecological 

Economics: A Community Exploration, 

From Global Hunger to Sustainable 

Food Systems: Challenges and 

Choices, and the Sustainable Food 

Systems Activity Guide. All orders can 

be made through our website. Education for sustainability: 

Preparing Youth for a Sustainable Future

PROGRAM
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Cloud Institute 
Brown Bag Lunch 
Do you have questions about how 

to get involved in education for 

sustainability and stay connected 

to others? Join President Jaimie 

P. Cloud for an informal discussion 

at noon on May 21st—beginning 

with your questions" RSVP with 

“brown bag lunch” in the subject to 

Rebecca Schept at 

admin@sustainabilityed.org



Circle of  Friends
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The Cloud Institute for Sustainability Education is the premier not-for-pro! t organization 

in America leading schools systems (K-12) towards creating a sustainable future for all 

and is made possible by contributions from friends like you. 

Our Circle of Friends is a diverse community of people who care about empowering 

youth leadership to create healthy, sustainable communities. By joining our Circle of 

Friends, you help us to introduce a growing number of youth to the knowledge, thinking, 

and skills necessary to prepare them for the shift toward a sustainable future. 

We know that many of you have felt the bene! ts of being involved in this important 

educational work. You can discover additional bene! ts for Charter Friends including: 

# 10% discount on select publications of The Cloud Institute 

# 10% discount on our 2008 Summer Advanced Sustainability Institute

# Name recognition on our website and in our annual report 

Your contribution, combined with contributions from other Charter Friends like you, has 

the power to transform our neighborhoods into true learning communities where youth 

have a voice. Please consider joining"

As we know from the ripple effect in nature, small steps lead to big results, and 

we look forward to welcoming you into our Circle of Friends. Please take a next 

step and join us by clicking on the Circle of Friends link on our webpage. Thank 

you!!!

The Framework of  Knowledge
The framework of knowledge, skills and attitudes we use to guide our work in Education for Sustainability has been developed, 

assessed and innovated since 1995.  In order to be on the cutting edge of our ! eld, we are constantly incorporating new 

breakthroughs in EfS thinking from around the world into our framework. We are striving for a framework that is both robust and user-

friendly, and applicable to curriculum design, instruction, and assessment. The ultimate result is entire schools moving toward EfS. 

You can ! nd our full framework on our website www.cloudinstitute.org .

Communities that Learn

Physical Plant, Procurement, and Invest

Schools that Learn

Learning Classroom and Instruction

Learning Self

Communities that Learn

Physical Plant, Procurement, and Invest

Schools that Learn

Learning Classroom and Instruction

Learning Self

KNOWLEDGE

SKILLS 

ATTI TUDES

Around Town: 
NYC Council
Generous support from 

Councilwomen Rosie Mendez and 

Anabel Palma has provided us 

with valuable opportunities to work 

in-depth with teachers from their 

respective districts.  In addition to 

participating in our spring “Inventing 

the Future” professional development, 

The Cloud Institute will provide on-site 

coaching and mentoring for a teacher 

from The Bronx Guild Academy and 

the Washington Irving High School.

We will work with administrators and 

their teachers, enabling students 

to develop a greater awareness of 

community, a greater appreciation 

of the democratic process, and an  

increased ef! cacy as learners and 

active citizens. If you are a teacher 

who would like our services, please 

email admin@sustainabilityed.org.  



APRIL 11-12 School Food Conference, 

Columbia Teachers College.

APRIL 20-22 EPA Sustainablity Expo 

Design Fair, Washington DC (on mall).

APRIL 25 Global Green Expo, Liberty 

State Park, Historic Central RR 

Terminal, Jersey City. 

MAY 9 Intro to Sustainablity training 

(9-3), Cloud Institute. 

MAY 21 Brown Bag Lunch. Noon, Cloud 

Institute. Please RSVP.

JULY 14-18 SoL Ed core course, 

Burlington, Vermont. 

JULY 27-AUG 1ST Advanced Summer 

Institute, FIT (across the street from us)

Mark your calendar.

Brooklyn Center for the Urban 
Environment
Founded in 1978, Brooklyn Center 

for the Urban Environment is 

dedicated to educating individuals 

about the built and natural 

environments of New York City.  

Recently, BCUE launched The 

Sustainable Business Network 

of NYC.  This network will act 

as a plaza to connect, support 

and promote NYC-based green 

businesses.  The network will also 

educate residents of NYC about 

the community and environmental 

benefits of buying locally. Check 

them out at www.bcue.org
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CLOUD STAFF 
Jaimie P. Cloud, Founder and President

Melinda Salazar, Director of Education

Leah Mayor, Program Manager

Marie-Claire Munnelly, Program Coordinator

Rebecca Schept, Executive Assistant 

 

Community Corner:
Brooklyn

Brooklyn Green Team
The Brooklyn Green Team is quickly 

becoming a force on the NYC 

environmental scene.  Combining hip 

parties with green goals, this team 

is bringing change to the emerging 

Brooklyn scene. For their ! rst challenge 

all six founding members vowed not 

to purchase any new clothes for a 

year.  The Team recently launched 

a water bottle challenge in which 

members pledged not to purchase 

botteld water from February through 

April. To date, more than 70 people 

have taken the water bottle challenge. 

For more information visit http://

brooklyngreenteam.blogspot.com/

Meet Our New Staff!
Marie-Claire Munnelly
Before returning to school to study 

sustainable international energy 

policy, Marie-Claire was an OSPIRG 

campus organizer, an English 

teacher in Tokyo, a mentor at a Thai 

orphanage, and an environmental 

volunteer in a plethora of countries.  A 

recent graduate of the Donald Bren 

School of Environmental Science & 

Management, UCSB, Marie-Claire 

is especially interested in expanding 

The Cloud Institute’s programs to 

incorporate climate change issues 

and international perspectives. When 

not at Cloud, Marie-Claire enjoys 

eating big meals with friends, yoga, 

photography, and connecting to 

people through smiles.

Leah Mayor
Leah is dedicated to promoting 

transformative learning by connecting 

adults and youth to communities 

around the globe. She spent 3.5 

years living in Nepal, Tibet, and 

Mongolia designing and delivering 

community based tourism programs 

and conducting research for her 

doctorate at Cornell University.  After 

lecturing in education, a brief stint 

in corporate consulting led her to 

the Cloud Institute.  Working at the 

crossroads of learning and social 

change, she is passionate about 

designing and delivering innovative 

programs that directly contribute 

to connecting individuals with their 

communities. 

CLOUD BOARD
Mark Biedron, Chair

 Founder of  The WIllow School

Constance Crosson, Secretary
 Consultant

James Elder
Director, Earthgate Ventures

Roger Saillant,
President and CEO, Plug Power, Inc.

The Cloud Institute
307 Seventh Avenue
Suite 1201
New York, NY 10001
Phone: 212-645-9930
Fax: 212-645-9931
admin@sustainabilityed.org 


