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From the President:

Schools and Communities

Learnfor a Sustainable Futur

This past August, 61 school and community stakeholders from
If teen sites around the country gathered outside of Boston to
attend a ! ve-day Core Course to launch a National Learning
Community entitled, “Schools and Communities Learn for a
Sustainable Future.”

The Core Course and launch were stewarded by the SolL
Education Partnership, a collaboration of SoL (Society for
Organizational Learning), The Cloud Institute for Sustainability
Education, and Creative Learning Exchange. The Core Course
was made possible through a generous grant by The Nathan
Cummings Foundation.

The vision of the national learning community is to create
systemic change for a sustainable future by forming collaborative
relationships within, between, and among schools and
communities. The formation of a national learning network
springs from the recognition that lasting transformation in
education requires innovation at the curricular, school, and
community levels and that schools and communities must learn
together to sustain and scale up these innovations and best
practices. The foundation of this effort is the ongoing work of
member sites and other local representatives interested in
improving curriculum, instruction, and school organization;
strengthening sustainable community development efforts;
and catalyzing long-term partnerships between schools and
communities.

The members of the national learning Community belong to
various networks and associations, but, as far as we know, none
are speci! cally designed for this purpose, and we think there is

great value in joining forces. CONTINUED off pAcE #
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Program Spotlight:
WeLtome to Melinda

~Salazar, Senior Edu-

cation Fellow

Melinda joins The Cloud Institute as
both a leader and an educator in the

le Id of Education for Sustainability.
She has taught high school at the
Oyster River School in Durham, NH,
and she is an adjunct professor of
Women'’s Studies at The University of
New Hampshire. Melinda came to The
Cloud Institute several years ago for

a training in our “Inventing the Future”
course, which she then implemented in
her New Hampshire classroom. We
are excited to have such an expe-
rienced champion of sustainability
education facilitating some of our EfS
trainings. Welcome Melinda"

Development Spotlight:
Thank you to Council
Members Palma and
Mendez

Thank you to NYC Council Members
Palma and Mendez for their part-
nership and recent grant awards in
support of “Schools and Communities
Learn for a Sustainable NYC™ Aligned
with the Mayor’s PlaNYC 2030 initia-
tive, The Cloud Institute continues to
engage NYC council districts and their
school systems in the shift toward a

sustainable future.
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“Shifts Really Did Happen” at th
2007 Advanced Summer Institu

CONTINUED FROM RIGHT

The Institute featured a learning
journey to Central Park, which
provided participants with a chance
to relax, re#ect, and enjoy one of the
most iconic commons in New York
City.

It also included a tour through the
38-acre “Ramble” area of the park
led by local tree expert Ned Barnard
and a conversation with students
who are a part of an ongoing Central
Park Conservancy media outreach
program.

Enthusiastic responses to the week
included the following:

“lam so appreciative forthe opportunity
this week to think intentionally about
EfS and my work. This is a terri/ ¢
experience and | wish it were available
to everyone at my school.”

“Thank you for all that you've shared
with us. | have experienced a paradigm
shift — mission accomplished"”

The Cloud Institute would like to thank
the Central Park Conservancy and
Jonathan Rowe for their critical help
in the success of this event. We also
extend a special thanks to all of the
2007 ASI participants, who shared
with us their work, their summers, and

their hopes for a sustainable future.

CENTRAL PARK
CONSERVANCY

During one steamy July week, The Cloud Institute’s New York
City of! ce became the site of a paradigm shift for educators
from around the United States" This shift took place during The
Cloud Institute’s annual Advanced Summer Institute (ASI). Each
summer, The Cloud Institute organizes a weeklong advanced
workshop as a way for formal and nonformal educators to further
their thinking and practice in Education for Sustainability (EfS).

The 2007 ASI, funded in part by Con Edison, Inc., supported
the idea that “Shifts Really Do Happen” by exploring in-depth
what the EfS paradigm looks like and the types of organizational
change that must occur in order to support the paradigm shift

“I lovedthinking and working tegherl am inspired
and excited about what'’s possible.”

An ASI participant

to EfS in schools. This year’s institute included over twenty-
Iv e participants and was organized around the commons, that
upon which we depend and for which we are all responsible.
Through group activities, discussion, and curriculum design
exercises, participants learned how systems thinking and multiple
perspectives can inform a shared understanding of classroom,
school, and community commons.

The ASI included a presentation by commons expert Jonathan
Rowe, a fellow at the Tomales Bay Institute and a contributing
editor of the Washington Monthly and YES" Magazines.

CONTINUED TO THE LEFT

A special thank you to Con Edison for sponsorship o

our 2007 Advanced Summer Institute!

(& conEdison
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The Cloud Institute Welcomes

New Board Member

Cheryl Heller is a writer, designer, communications strategist, and
the newest member of The Cloud Institute team™ Cheryl helps
clients integrate socially responsible behavior into sustainable brand
communications and promotional programs.

Her Irm, Heller Communications Design, has developed a process

through which corporations can play a leading role in alleviating the
social and environmental issues facing the world by participating in
programs that are easy and pro!table for them.

Cheryl has authored several articles for Communications Arts, 1D

Magazine, Graphis Magazine, and The Design Management Journal.

She has written a book for AIGI on the best process for preserving
innovation in corporations. Recently, she wrote the lead story on
creative strategy for Adobe on-line magazine, Proxy.

Cheryl has been prolled through articles in The New York Times,
The Boston Globe, Graphis Magazine, ID Magazine, Communica-
tions Arts, How Magazine, Print, and PDN. For more information
about Heller Communications Design, visit: www.hellercd.com.

The Cloud Institute announces the kick off of its
2007 Annual Campaign - “Students at the Center of
Sustainability!” For more information, or to make a ¢

tribution, please contact Lynn Schnarr, Director of (
ganzational Development, at Lynn@sustainabilityec

Grant Announcement:

The 5th Annual P3 Awards: A National Student Design Competition for
Sustainability Focusing on People, Prosperity, and the Planet. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), as part of the P3 Award Program, is
seeking applications proposing to research, develop, and design solutions to

real world challenges involving sustainability. The P3 competition is for col-
lege students only. Grant Web Link: http://es.epa.gov/ncer/rfa/2008/2008_p3.html

New Partnerships

A Sustainable Design

Series for Kids

This October, The Cloud Instiute will
join three partners - The Center for
Architecture, Open House New York,
and The Skyscraper Museum - in

a month-long series on sustainable
design for kids. Every Saturday in
October, children ages 12 through 15
from all over New York City will learn
about the intersection of architecture,
design, and sustainability through the
example of New York City.

On October 6, join Open House New
York and the Center for Architecture
for an inside look at green spaces.
On October 13, visit The Skyscraper
Museum for a tour of the gallery and
a visit to one of the green residences
of Battery Park City. Saturday,
October 20, visit The Cloud Institute
for Sustainability Education to begin
to design your own green building.
The month wraps up on Saturday,
October 27 with a culminating visit to
the Center for Architecture. Work-
ing from the designs created at The
Cloud Instiute, students will construct

their own model green building.

The series is open to all students
ages 12 through 15. To sign up for
the Sustainability Series, please
email info@cfafoundation.org or call
The Center for Architecture at (212)
358-6133. Students are encouraged

to attend all four sessions.



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
In this community of practice, we will

deepen our collective understanding of
the core competencies associated with
learning organizations and communities,
systems  thinking, education for
sustainability, and authentic youth
engagement in school and community
sites. A host of interested individuals
and sites (see right) have already begun
working with us to strategize next steps.
These include a virtual knowledge
commons for web communications,
dialogues, networking, resource sharing
and production; Intra and Inter-site
Capacity-Building, and a research
agenda.

Jaimie P. Cloud,
Founder and President

Lynn Schnarr
Director of Organizational Development

Maya Agarwal
Director of Programs

Rebecca Schept
Special Assistant to the President

Karey Fuhs
Program Coordinator

Board of Directors

Mark Biedron
Chair, Founder, The Willow School

Constance Crosson
Secretary, Consultant

James Elder
Director, Earthgate Ventures

Cheryl Heller
President, Heller Communication Design

Roger Saillant
President and CEO, Plug Power, Inc.

Jaimie P. Cloud
Founder and President

The Cloud Institute

307 Seventh Avenue, Suite 1201
New York, NY 10001

Phone: 212.645.9930

Fax: 212.645.9931
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Members of the National
Learning Community

Participating

Communities:

Ashland, WI
Burlington, VT
Chicago, IL
Louisville, KY
Memphis, TN
Morristown, NJ
Phoenix, AZ
Reno, NV
Santa Fe, NM

St. Louis, MO The Morristown Stakeholder Team. From left to right: Rob
Woodmere, NY Agree, Susan Lausell, Paul Miller, Kimberly Light

“l do not want to lose touch of all thevperand
hope | have from all | learned...l am humbled by t
projects and people in the room. | will spend the

of my life working on these issues with all of my r
tions...” (Greg Christian, Chicago)

Mark your Calendar.

OCTOBER (Every Saturday) Join
The Cloud Institute, The Center For
Architecture, Open House New York,
and The Skyscraper Museum for a
series of youth programs. See page 3
for more information. To sign up, email

info@cfafoundation.org.

OCTOBER 19-21 Bioneers Conference.

San Rafel, CA

NOVEMBER 14-17 North American
Association of Environmental Education
(NAAEE) Conference. Virginia Beach,
VA

NOVEMBER 23-28 Thilisi conference on
Environmental Education. Ahmedabad,

India



